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Strategies to Combat  



Program 

May 9 – Seminar : Current situation   
09.00  –  Welcome- Prof K Wijewardena        Chairperson : Prof K Wijewardene  

 Vice Chancellor, USJP            Prof Narada Warnasuriya 

 Minister Charge d’ Affairs, Embassy of Sweden     Mr Jerker Thunberg 

 Dean, FMS             Prof Jayantha Jayawardena 

 IMCH, University of Uppsala         Prof Gunilla Lindmark 

09.45 -  WHO multi-country study on  Women’s health and domestic violence against women.  

 What’s next?  

 Dr Henrica Jansen 

11.00 -     Tea 

11.15 -    NORVOLD – a Nordic Research Initiative on VAW 

 Prof Barbro Wijma 

 Dr Katharina Swahnberg 

12.30 - Lunch 

Chairperson : Prof. Gunilla Lindmark  

13.30 - The construction of a national intersectorial strategy in response to VAW – Sweden 

 Dr Pia Axemo 

 14.30 -   Tea 

14.45 -  Experiences  from Sri Lanka 

 Ms Sunila Abesekera 

 Ms Sepali Kottegoda 

 Dr Vathsala Jayasuriya 

16.00 - Discussion/Summing-up 

 

May 10 – Seminar : Regional Experiences 

Chairperson : Dr. Lakshman Senanayake  

09.00 -  Gender-based violence in India – different research approaches 

  Ms Nishi Mitra 

10.00 -  VAW – a human rights issue. Experiences from Pakistan  

  Dr Shersha Sayed 

11.00 -      Tea 

11.15 -   Community-based project on  VAW in Sevagram, India  

  Dr Poonam VShiv Kumar 



12.30 -   Lunch 

 

Chairperson : Prof. S. Sivayogan  

13.30 -  The Welcome Centre in Davao, Philippines – gained knowledge for future work 

  Dr Regina de la Paz Ingente 

14.30 - Tea 

14.45 - Counselling at Primary Health Care level for women suffering domestic violence  

 Dr Ruchira Tabassum Naved 

16.00 - Discussion/Summing-up 

 

May 11 – Conference :What Interventions Work? 

09.00 -  Opening Session 

09.30 - National Needs     Chairperson : Dr. Pia Axemo   

 Ms Swarna Sumanasekara  

 Ms Sunila Abesekera 

Prof Anoja Fernando 

 Ms Kumudini Samuel 

11.00 - Tea 

11.15 -   International Experiences       Chairperson : Prof. K . 
Wijewardene  

 Dr Pia Axemo 
 Dr Shersha Sayed 
 Dr Poonam VShiv Kumar 
 Dr Regina de la Paz Ingente 
 Dr Ruchira Tabassum Naved 
 Ms Nishi Mitra 
13.00 -    Lunch  
13.45 - Forming networks and a national strategy.  Discussion chaired by 

  Dr Henrica Jansen 
  Ms Sunila Abesekera 
15.30 Closing Session/discussion   

 Dr. V Jayasuriya 



List of resource persons 

Dr Sunila Abeysekara   Executive Director 
 Inform Human Rights 
 237/22, Vijaya Kumaratunga Mawatha 
 Colombo 05colombo, Sri Lanka 
 Phone: +94 11 809467 
 E-mail: Inform@slt.lk 
 
Dr Pia Axemo Senior lecturer, OB/GY 

IMCH, Department of Women’s and Children’s 
Health 

 University Hospital 
 SE-751 85 UPPSALA, Sweden 
 Phone: ++ 46 18 611 00 00 
 E-mail: pia.axemo@kbh.uu.se 
 
Dr Regina De La Paz – Ingente Director Women & Children Protection Unit 

 Davao Medical Centre 
 Rm 309 Medical Tower 

 Davao Doctors Hospital  
 Quirino Avenue 
 Davavo City 
 Philippines 
 Phone: 638 222 288 98, 699 209 503 137 
 E-mail: r-ingente@skyinet.net 

 
Dr Henrica A.F.M. Jansen Epidemiologist 

WHO Multi-country Study on Violence against 
Women 
WHO/GWH, 1211 GENEVA – 27, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 22 791 3106 or +41 78 730 3035 
E-mail: jansenh@who.int 

 
Dr Vathsala Jayasuriya Department of Community Medicine 
 Faculty of Medical Sciences 
 University of Sri Jayewardenepura 
 GANGODAWILA NUGEGODA, Sri Lanka 
 Phone: +94 11 552 36 42 
 E-mail: vathsalaj@gmail.com 
 



Dr Sepali Kottegoda Director, The Women & Media Collective 
 174 Alwis Avenue 

 Castle Street 
 COLOMBO 8, Sri Lanka 
 Phone: 2690201, 2690192 
 E-mail: sepaliko@shnet.lk 

 
Dr Poonam Varma Shiv Kumar Associate Professor, OB/GY 
 Mahatma Gandhi Institiute Of Medical Sciences 
 P O SEVAGRAM Pin 442 102 
 Wardha District  
 India 
 Phone: 09422144855, 07152-284127 
 E-mail: poonamshivkumar@indiatimes.com 
 
Prof Gunilla Lindmark Professor, International Maternal and  
  Reproductive Health 
 IMCH 
 University Hospital 
 SE-751 85 UPPSALA, Sweden 
 Phone: +46 18 611 59 98 
 E-mail: gunilla.lindmark@kbh.uu.se 
 
Ms Nishi Mitra Assistant Professor 
 Tata Institute Of Social Science 

 Deonar 
 MUMBAI 400088, India  
 Phone: 25563290, 25568311  

 E-mail: nishimitra@tiss.edu   
 
Dr Ruchira Tabassum Naved Gender and Reproductive Health Specialist   
 Public Health Services Division  

ICDDR,b Centre For Health And Population 
Research  

 Mohakhali, DHAKA – 1212, Bangladesh  
 Phone: 880-2-8810021  
 E-mail: ruchira@icddrb.org   

Dr Katarina Swahnberg Doctor, Research Assistant 
 Repslagareg 34 

 SE-582 22 LINKÖPING, Sweden 
 Phone: 
 E-mail: katsw@imk.lin.se 
 



Dr Shershah Syed Doctor, OB/GYN  
C/O Dr Atia Zafar 
48 Malir Township 
Kala Board 
Karachchi 37 
Pakistan  Ob/Gy 

 Phone: 03332156735  
 E-mail: Shershasyed@hotmail.com 

 
Senior Prof Kumudu Wijewardena Dean/Faculty of Graduate Studies 
 Senior Professor of Community Medicine 

Department of Community Medicine 
Faculty of Medical Sciences 
University of Sri Jayewardenepura 
Nugegoda 
Sri Lanka 
Phone: +94 11 552 3642 
E-mail: rashmid@slt.lk 

 
Prof Barbro Wijma Professor 
 Division of Gender & Medicine  

 Faculty of Health Sciences 
 Linköping University 
 SE-58185 LINKÖPING, Sweden 
 Phone: +46 13  223 126 
 E-mail: barbro.wijma@lio.se 
 

 


